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iöõa moät xaõ hoäi vaät chaát vaø thay ñoåi
khoâng ngöøng, nhöõng caùi maø chuùng
ta coi laø khuoân vaøng thöôùc ngoïc
trong vieäc nuoâi daïy con caùi thì

döôøng nhö cuõng caàn phaûi thay ñoåi, khoâng phaûi cho
hôïp thôøi maø laø moät söï choïn löïa khoân ngoan vì töông
lai con mình. Chuùng ta cuõng muoán con hoïc thaønh
taøi, nhöng chuùng ta cheånh maûng trong vieäc daïy con
thaønh ngöôøi. Cuoái cuøng chuùng ta coù nhöõng ñöùa con
thaønh ñaït, kieám tieàn deã daøng ñeå
thoûa maõn caùi ngheøo trieàn mieân
khi coøn ôû queâ nhaø, nhöng chuùng
khoâng laø con cuûa mình nöõa,
chuùng queân cha, queân meï, queân
Chuùa, luùc naøo cuõng coâng vieäc
baän roän, cuoán huùt vaøo voøng xoaùy cuûa danh voïng,
tieàn taøi…

Döôùi ñaây laø hai laù thö cuûa cha meï vaø con caùi,
söï xung khaéc thöôøng xaûy ra trong caùc gia ñình Vieät
Nam ôû haûøi ngoaïi.

Nhaän ñònh ñuùng sai thì chuùng toâi xin daønh cho
ngöôøi ñoïc.

Thö cho con

Con yeâu cuûa boá meï,

Hoâm nay boá phaûi vieát thö cho con bôûi vì boá
khoâng theå noùi vôùi con baèng lôøi ñöôïc. Moãi laàn noùi
chuyeän vôùi boá, hình nhö con khoâng chaêm chuù laém
vaøo caâu chuyeän chuùng ta ñang noùi. Maét con nhö
ñang ngoùng chôø ai hay thaùi ñoä cuûa con nhö ñang
voäi vaøng laém hoaëc ñang coù moät cuù phone cuûa moät
ngöôøi baïn naøo ñaáy. Ñieàu naøy laøm cho boá meï raát
buoàn. Boá meï thoâng caûm vôùi tuoåi cuûa con qua nhöõng
naêng noå tìm kieám nhöõng caùi môùi, nhöõng cuoäc vui
vôùi baïn beø… Nhöng boá meï nghó laø quaù ñaùng. Boá
meï thaáy ñoái vôùi con, baïn laø treân heát, caû ngaøy chæ
coù baïn, heát party naøy ñeán hoïp maët khaùc. Con coù

bieát laø con laøm cho gia ñình lo laéng cho con nhieàu
nhö theá naøo khoâng? Chaéc con laïi nghó laø con ñaõ
lôùn roài, con töï quyeát ñònh ñöôïc roài, gia ñình khoâng
caàn phaûi lo cho con nöõa phaûi khoâng? Boá meï vaãn
haèng caàu nguyeän cho con luoân. Xin Chuùa vaø Meï
Maria gìn giöõ töøng böôùc con ñi trong cuoäc ñôøi. Moãi
khi con ñi chôi khuya, boá meï coù nguû ñöôïc ñaâu, duø
raèng saùng mai phaûi thöùc daäy sôùm ñeå ñi laøm, nhöng
con khoâng coù nhaø luùc naøy thì laøm sao boá meï nguû

ñöôïc!

Boá meï cuõng ñaõ suy nghó
nhieàu laém maø khoâng bieát phaûi laøm
sao ñeå vöøa giöõ ñöôïc con laïi vöøa
giuùp con chuù taâm vaøo vieäc hoïc

ñeå chuaån bò cho töông lai cuûa con. Neáu boá meï caám
khoâng cho con ñi ra ngoaøi nhieàu, thì con seõ böïc
mình, con seõ thoaùt ra baèng caùch ñi ôû rieâng, vì con
nghó laø con ñaõ lôùn roài. Maø neáu khoâng caám caûn con
thì boá meï raát sôï con rôi vaøo caïm baãy cuûa cuoäc ñôøi
vaø  roài töông lai seõ ra sao, hoïc haønh khoâng tôùi ñaâu,
ngheà nghieäp khoâng coù, cuoäc soáng chaéc chaén laø seõ
khoå laém.

Bao nhieâu caùc em ñaõ boû nhaø ra ôû rieâng roài laïi
tìm caùch quay veà, nhöng boá meï sôï laø khoâng bieát
coù ñuû thôøi gian cho con nhaän thöùc ñöôïc cuoäc soáng
ôû rieâng laø quaù khoå maø quay veà khoâng, hay laø vöøa
môùi xaûy nhaø ra ñaõ sa chaân vaøo meâ hoàn traän vaø cöù
theá cuoán huùt vaøo nhöõng thoùi hö taät xaáu vaø roài khoâng
coøn bieát trôû veà nhaø nöõa, hay khi ñaõ bieát laø sai maø
trôû veà thì cuoäc ñi hoang ñaõ taøn phaù heát ñôøi con.
Con ôi, boá meï naøo laïi nôõ ñeå con mình rôi vaøo hoaøn
caûnh nhö theá trong khi coøn coù khaû naêng ñeå giuùp
cho con.

Con haõy bình taâm laïi. Con ñaõ caûm thaáy ñoù,
khoâng nôi naøo baèng nhaø mình, khoâng ai yeâu con
baèng boá meï yeâu con. Ra ñöôøng muoán laøm caùi gì
cuõng phaûi coù tieàn, maø tieàn thì kieám ñaâu coù deã, nhaát

But it’s a shame to know that
this is what you think of me...
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laø khi khoâng coù moät ngheà vöõng chaéc trong tay. Ñeå
chuaån bò cho töông lai, moïi ngöôøi ñeàu coù thôøi gian
ñeå hoïc hoûi ôû tröôøng lôùp, nôi ñoù giuùp con phöông
caùch ñoái phoù vôùi ñôøi, giuùp con coù moät ngheà chuyeân
moân ñeå sau naøy khi ra ñôøi, con coù theå nuoâi soáng
con vaø gia ñình con.

Bieát bao ngöôøi khi coøn treû ñaõ ham chôi, ñaõ voäi
vaøng ñi laøm vôùi ñoàng löông quaù thaáp vaø roài töông
lai chaúng coù gì trong khi baïn beø cuøng trang löùa ñeàu
thaønh coâng. Khi bieát laø mình ñi sai ñöôøng thì ñaõ
quaù muoän.

Boá meï lo cho con ñi hoïc, nhöng con khoâng
maáy chaêm chuù vaøo vieäc hoïc, maø chæ thaáy con daønh
quaù nhieàu thôøi gian cho baïn beø, phone, internet…

Voùi Chuùa con cuõng raát khoâ khan. Taát caû nhöõng
vieäc ñoù laøm boá meï lo laéng.

Mong raèng con hieåu ñöôïc noãi baên khoaên cuûa boá
meï maø thay ñoåi loái soáng vì töông lai cuûa con. Boá meï
luoân caàu nguyeän cho con vaø phoù thaùc cuoäc ñôøi con
trong tay Chuùa. Xin Chuùa luoân gìn giöõ vaø baûo veä con
trong tình yeâu cuûa Ngaøi.

Boá meï cuûa con,
Raát yeâu con.

Noãi baên khoaên cuûa cha meï ñaïi khaùi laø nhö theá.
Vaø ñaây laø thö con gôûi cho boá meï.

Dear Bo Me,

I have a lot of thoughts kept inside me for quite
sometime now and for some reasons I feel it is easier
writing you a letter than telling you in person. You might
have noticed… there are often times when I act
differently, I might seem quieter…barely talk to anyone
or maybe just kind of isolate myself in my room. The
reason for that Dad is because I am sad. Sometimes I
wonder why I get depressed so easily but when I think
about it…I have many reasons.

I understand that lately I have not been the best
daughter you could ask for. You think that I go out
too much. I care too much about my friends and not
enough about the family. You think I have everything
but I take it for granted and I don’t appreciate
anything you give me. You think that by me having
too much fun that I cannot focus on school. You
feel that my behavior will not lead me to a successful
future. I understand all your points Dad… but I’m

here to tell you that…not all of that is TRUE.

I know I like to go out and have fun… I’m just
the type of person who likes to experience new
things. I don’t know how many times I have to tell
you that I’m not like my sister and I cannot spend all
my time with a book in my face… that’s just NOT
me. My view on life is a lot different from yours.
YOUR VIEW IS JUST TO STUDY STUDY STUDY
AND BE SUCCESSFUL IN THE FUTURE. My view
is to get my education WHILE having fun…ENJOY
MY LIFE and in the end… do something that I truly
love that will make me happy.

Dad…even though you might not think I care
about school… I DO CARE. And I DO plan on studying
hard this year in school and doing well in college. I
hate it that you doubt that of me. It’s just really unfair
when you use SCHOOL as a reason to not let me go
out. My friends can stay out A LOT later than me or do
a lot fun things and still do well in their studies. I’m
jealous of those who have all that freedom. As for me?
I can’t even stay out past 12AM! I feel that you will
never change your ways and no matter how old I get…
You will never understand that I need that freedom to
do my own things instead of missing out all the time
on new experiences. I’m not  a little kid anymore…
I’m smart enough to make my own choices. I’m old
enough to THINK FOR MYSELF and know what’s
right and what’s wrong. It just feels like the more you
try to hold me back and stop me from doing the things
I wanna do… the harder I’m going to try  and break
out and get away….

You know it’s really hard for me when I feel this
way. I know you and Mom care a lot about me and that
is why you do the things you do. But at times I feel that
I don’t deserve it. You have given me so much and I
appreciate everything. But it’s a shame to know that
this is what you think of me...  “There’s nothing about
you that I am proud of”. Do you remember saying that
to me Dad? Well you did. Those words hurt me more
than anything… I guess it’s true because I have
been nothing but trouble for you. I know I have let
you down many times and I am truly sorry. There’s
nothing more I can say except that I am trying to do
well in school and be productive and helpful around
the house. I know it makes you and Mom very sad
when I don’t listen And I’ll admit it … at times I’m
very stubborn. BUT WHEN YOU AND MOM ARE
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SAD IT MAKES ME SO DEPRESSED because I feel
I can’t do anything.

At times I feel trapped and I don’t know which
way to go. I can’t make everyone happy. I just wish
you would understand that I really care about you
guys even though I might not act like it. I do like to
spend more time with the family but I feel weird
because I always feel like you are mad at me or
disappointed in me. No one seems to understand
what it is like to be me. I just wish you knew how
frustrating it is for me as a teenager trying to grow
up and having to deal with such strict parents.

DAD I  KNOW YOU MEAN WELL AND
WANT GOOD THINGS FOR ME. I KNOW YOU &
MOM ARE THE BEST PEOPLE IN MY LIFE. I JUST
WISH YOU WOULD TRY AND SEE IT FROM MY
POINT OF VIEW AND AS I’M GROWING OLDER…
I NEED THAT FREEDOM TO MAKE MY OWN
CHOICES. THAT’S ALL I ASK BUT NO MATTER
WHAT JUST KNOW THAT I LOVE YOU & MOM
MORE THAN ANYTHING IN THE WHOLE
WORLD… That’s all. I have sort of lost the point of
this letter but everything that I had wanted to tell
you is in here. Thank you for taking the time to read
it. Hopefully you understand what I’m trying to say….

 Your love daughter.

Ña soá caùc baäc cha meï seõ choïn giaûi phaùp dung
hoøa. Nhöng ñoù khoâng phaûi laø giaûi phaùt toát nhaát.
Kinh nghieäm cho thaáy, tin töôûng nôi con caùi vaø cho
con caùi quyeàn choïn löïa vôùi söï goùp yù cuûa cha meï
seõ giuùp con caùi deã thaønh coâng hôn.

Theâm vaøo ñoù cha meï phaûi caàu nguyeän vaø daâng
con mình cho Chuùa ñeå xin Chuùa höôùng daãn vaø baûo
veä con mình. Khi chuùng ta caûm thaáy khoâng laøm
ñuôïc gì thì cuõng cöù phaûi laøm vì yeâu con, nhöng
ñöøng laøm theo yù mình maø haõy laøm theo yù Chuùa qua
caàu nguyeän vaø laéng nghe.

Song Nguyeàn San Jose.

      Cöôøi vôùi Chuùa

                    Tay Ngheà cuûa Chuùa
Beù ngoài trong loøng oâng ngoaïi, giô tay maân meâ
khuoân maët cuûa oâng. Beù sôø töøng neáp nhaên treân
khoùe maét vaø ñoâi maét hoùp heùp cuûa oâng, roài hoûi:
“OÂng ôi, coù phaûi Chuùa ñaõ nhaøo naën neân oâng
khoâng?”
OÂng ñaùp: “Phaûi ñoù chaùu ngoan!”
Beù laáy tay sôø vaøo maët mình roài hoûi: “OÂng ôi, coù
phaûi Chuùa ñaõ nhaøo naën neân chaùu khoâng?”
OÂng ñaùp: “Phaûi ñoù chaùu ngoan!”
Beù gaät gaät ñaàu: “Theá thì phaûi coâng nhaän laø tay
ngheà cuûa Chuùa caøng ngaøy caøng cao!”

                      Nhôù …... Toäi

Caû tuaàn naøy, anh Teïo ñi tìm mua moät caùi noùn ñeå
thay theá caùi noùn vöøa bò maát. Khoâng tìm ñöôïc caùi
naøo vöøa yù, anh quyeát ñònh aên caép moät chieác trong
choàng noùn baø con thöôøng ñeå cuoái nhaø thôø khi ñi
xem leã. Anh ñònh buïng seõ leùn ra veà sau khi nghe
cha giaûng xong. Theá nhöng cuoái leã ngöôøi ta laïi
thaáy Teïo ñeán gaëp cha:

- Thöa cha, hoâm nay con ñaõ ñònh aên caép moät
caùi noùn. Nhöng sau khi nghe baøi giaûng cuûa
cha, con ñaõ quyeát ñònh khoâng aên caép nöõa.

- Hoâm nay toâi coù noùi veà aên caép ñaâu?
- Vaâng, thöa cha, nhöng khi con nghe cha

giaûng “Chôù ngoaïi tình”, con ñaõ nhôù ra con
ñeå queân caùi noùn ôû ñaâu aï.
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